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Company Introduction – Hunter Douglas 

 

Hunter Douglas is the world market leader in window coverings and a major manufacturer of architectural 

products. Our strength is our ability to develop innovative, high quality, proprietary products that can be 

found in millions of homes and commercial buildings around the globe. We operate as a highly 

decentralized, global federation of small and medium-sized companies that manufacture and market 

similar products. 

 

From our founding in 1919, Hunter Douglas has been a home for innovators. Established by 

entrepreneurs, our culture is one of innovation and advancement that attracts the best and the brightest 

people. Our leadership position flows directly from continuous innovation within our business. These 

innovations come from a team of over 17,000 talented people working in 100 countries. We consider their 

talents and skills to be the true strength of our organization. 

 

Since developing the first lightweight aluminium blind (also known as Venetian Blind) in 1946, Hunter 

Douglas has led the industry in creating the highest quality, innovative window coverings for homeowners. 

Our legacy includes the creation of entirely new and award-winning categories of window coverings, such 

as the first honeycomb shade and the first and only window shading on the market. 

 

 

Product Introduction – Duette® Honeycomb Shades 

 

Over 30 years ago, Hunter Douglas introduced the original honeycomb shade – a breakthrough in energy 

efficiency. Since then, Duette® honeycomb shades have evolved to provide an even higher level of 

unparalleled energy efficiency paired with enduring style that will grace homes from years to come. 

 

Duette® provides smart and stylish solutions when it comes to dressing your windows with shades that 

are just as beautiful as they are beneficial: 

• Textures and colours inspired by the latest fashion trends 

• Revolutionary construction for improved energy savings 

• Innovative operating systems with enhanced safety 

 

  



Energy Efficiency 

 

Energy efficiency was the reason Hunter Douglas honeycomb shades were invented, and today’s 

Duette® products reduce energy loss better than ever. 

 

Hunter Douglas is committed in lowering our own energy usage, including reducing our carbon footprint 

by 20%. But our overriding goal is to help customers everywhere save energy by exploiting the power of 

the sun. 

 

The inventor of the original honeycomb shades, the Duette® brand has evolved into a whole new 

category of energy-efficient window fashions. Our proprietary Architella® design combines fashion and 

function for shades that offer superior insulation and the highest level of quality, selection and style. 

 

The patented Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades with a construction 

of honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb provides three insulating air pockets 

that deliver superior energy efficiency, which it can reduce energy loss by 

40%. In addition, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades can harness the 

intensity of incoming sunlight, and diffuse and channel it deep into the 

room. 

 

 

 

 

 
The thermal image shown above illustrates in red where a home loses the most energy. 

 

 
Red shows energy loss through an uncovered window; green shows up to 50% reduced energy loss when an Architella® 
shade covers the window. 
 

 



More specifically, here’s how Hunter Douglas products help conserve energy at the window in these three 

significant ways: Insulation, Solar Heat Control, Daylighting. 

 

 
 

Insulation: Heat lost in the cold condition and 

trapped in the warm condition—drives your 

energy usage up. Our window fashions can 

reduce heat flow (both heat loss and heat gain) 

through the windows and thus reduce your 

energy usage. 

 

 

 

Solar Heat Control: Our window fashions help 

to control solar heat (heat generated from the 

sun) by allowing it into your home in the cold 

days and minimizing the amount that comes in 

during the warm days. 

 

 

Daylighting: Our window fashions enhance 

daylighting (the use of natural light) by diffusing 

and dispersing sunlight deep into a room, 

reducing your need for electrical lighting. 

 

 



Fabrics 

 

Duette® honeycomb shades are available in a wide variety of product designs with fabrics and materials that 

come in a range of opacities from sheer to opaque—offering varying degrees of privacy and light control 

options. 

• Sheer  : For ultimate daylighting and view-through 

• Semi-sheer : For view though and increased privacy 

• Semi-opaque : For diffused light and excellent privacy 

• Opaque  : For room darkening and maximum privacy 

 

 
From left to right: sheer, semi-sheer, semi-opaque, opaque. 
 

 

All of our window fashions are designed and custom-assembled to create the most desirable textiles, our 

honeycomb fabrics are created using base fabrics that are sourced from around the world. These base fabrics 

are brought into our facility where they are custom manufactured into our beautiful, highly energy efficient 

honeycomb fabric. 

 

 



Child Safety 

 

Children are innately curious about the world around them. So, 

even basic household items like window treatments can turn into 

potential hazards for them. Making our window fashions safer for 

homes with infants, young children and pets is a top priority at 

Hunter Douglas. That’s why we developed a wide range of 

products to help reduce the risk of accidents. 

 

From cordless alternatives to motorized operation systems, we 

offer many innovative lifting systems designed with safety, 

convenience and beauty in mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cord Tensioner 

 

EasyRise™ operating system: 

 Continuous cord loop system for simple operation of even the largest 

shades with easy hand-over-hand motion. The continuous cord loop, 

which works on the principle of a pulley, rotates a clutch to raise or lower 

the shade. From a fully raised position, pulling down on the front half of 

the loop lowers the shade. The shade is raised by pulling the rear of the 

continuous loop. 

 The EasyRise™ system provides a mechanical advantage needed to 

raise and lower large Duette® honeycomb shades.  

 Our cord tensioner is designed with spring tension and bracket. When 

properly installed, it holds looped cords taut to reduce the risk of an 

inquisitive child becoming entangled. 
 

 

UltraGlide™ operating system:  

 Convenient system uses a retractable cord mechanism to raise and 

lower Duette® honeycomb shades. UltraGlide™ provides the perfect 

combination of shade control all while providing flexibility and safety at 

the window. To lower the shade, simply pull the cord toward the center 

of the shade at about a 45° angle and release. To raise, pull the cord 

straight down with short strokes. 

 Consistent cord length means there are never any long, dangling cords 

to detract from the appearance of the shade. 

 Enhanced safety for children and pets. 
 

 



 

Vertiglide™ operating system: 

 Stylish and energy efficient, Vertiglide™ is the perfect solution to cover 

patio doors, wide expanses or creatively divide a room. With its 

aesthetically pleasing design, unsurpassed fabric selection and a variety 

of design options, Vertiglide™ honeycomb shades enhance privacy, 

preserve the view–all while providing superior insulation at the window. 

 No lift cords, chains or wands make the Vertiglide™ system a natural 

choice for enhanced safety. 
 

 

Motorisation: 

Hunter Douglas offers a wide variety motorized options that eliminate lift 

cords and provide the ultimate convenience. Better yet, your home’s safety is 

enhanced without the presence of dangling cords. 

It’s easy to control your motorized window fashions with the press of a 

button— all while providing superior insulation at the window. 
 



Versatility — Design Options 

To fulfil homeowners’ needs on different level of privacy and light control, Hunter Douglas offer design options 
for our window covering products too. 

 

Top-down/Bottom-up 

For access to natural light in the room while still maintaining the privacy needs, design option Top-down/ 
Bottom-up is an excellent option for you. Top-down/ Bottom-up is a versatile system that offers users the 
ability to operate shades from the top down, the bottom up or in combination. 

 

 

Duolite™ 

On the other hand, design option Duolite™ offers maximum light control by using two separate fabric panels 
to achieve a “day/ night” level of convenience. This option provides limitless options for privacy and light 
control, where homeowners can combine two opacities on one shade and adjust the level of privacy and light 
control according to the mood. 

 

 

 


